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SUB J : PRESS GIVES FAVORABLE NOTICES TO NDP CHAIRMAN'S PRESS 
CONFERENCE 

SUMMARY. ALL MAIOR NEWSPAPERS GAVE NDP CHAIRMAN'S NEW YEARS' 
PRESS CONFERENCE FAVORABLE NOTICES, ALTHOUGH DRP AND YUCHINGHOE 
GAVE LITTLE MORE THAN PRO FORMA ATTENTION TO CONFERENCE. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . ALL MAJOR NEWSPAPERS GAVE NDP CHAIRMAN YI CHOL-SUNG'S NEW 
YEAR'S PRESS CONFERENCE (JANAURY 26) GENERALLY WARM AND FA- 
VORABLE NOTICE. ALTHOUGH STILL SHYING AWAY FROM YI’S REFERENCES 
TO EMERGENCY MEASURE 9, PLEA FOR RELEASE OF MYONGDONG AND 
OTHER E.M. 9 DEFENDANTS, AND OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS, 

NDP LEADER WAS PRAISED FOR PRESENTING COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM AND 
IDENTIFYING HIS PARTY'S NEW YEARS' PROPOSALS WITH ASPIRATIONS 
OF PEOPLE AND NOT MERELY OFFERING OPPOSITION FOR SAKE OF 
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OPPOSITION. EVEN WHEN YI’S VIEWS DIFFERED MODERATELY WITH 
STRICT INTERPRETATIONS OF ROKG POLICIES, PRESS NOTED FAVORABLY 
THAT YI HAD PROVIDED "RESPONSIBLE ALTERNATIVES." 

2. ONE OF BEST RECEIVED SUGGESTIONS WAS YI S CALL FOR STUDY 
AND REVISION OF ROKG GENERALLY UNPOPULAR RESIDENCE TAX WHICH 
NDP AND TONGA ILBO, AMONG OTHERS, HAD CAMPAIGNED HARD AGAINST 
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DURING LAST ASSEMBLY SESSION. YI'S PROPOSAL FOR BALANCE BETWEEN 
GREATER INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND AN INCREASE IN SOCIAL WELFARE 
RECEIVED SUPPORT AS DID HIS "STRONG AND RESPONSIBLE" POSITION 
ON NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS. PRESS ALSO NOTED THAT YI'S POSI- 
TION ON BALANCE BETWEEN "TOTAL NATIONAL SECURITY" AND "DE- 
MOCRACY" LEANED MORE TO LATTER THAN DOES OFFICIAL ROKG POSITIONB 
YI'S ANTI-CORRUPTION CRY EARNED YI MORE ACCOLADES. 

3. ON NEGATIVE SIDE, PRESS NOTED THAT TWO KIM YONG-SAM 
STALWARTS ON NDP SENIOR SUPREME COMMITTEE DID NOT ATTEND PRESS 
CONFERENCE ALTHOUGH 23 NATIONAL ASSEMBLYMEN DID ATTEND. YI 
CHONG-HWAN WAS QUOTED AS DISLIKING YI'S MIDDLE-OF-ROAD POS- 
TURE AND KIM CHOE-KWANG SAID HE "DIDN'T THINK HE NEEDED TO 
COME." YI CHOL-SUNG WAS ALSO FAIRLY UNIVERSALLY INSTRUCTED BY 
PRESS THAT HIS PROPOSALS MIGHT BE GIVEN MORE WEIGHT IF HE PUT 

HIS NDP HOUSE IN ORDER FIRST. AS REPORTED, DRP PRESS SPOKESMAN 
WAS HAPPY TO SEE YI PARTICIPATE SO RESPONSIBLY IN SUBJECT OF 
NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS BUT FOUND YI'S DOMESTIC VIEWS 
"IDEALISTIC." DRP COMMENT ON CONFERENCE WAS MINIMAL AND ONE 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT SPOKESMAN HAD "SAID IT ALL." YUCHONGHOE MEMBERS 
WERE ALSO SILENT EXCEPT FOR SPOKESMAN WHO CLAIMED TO BE "DIS- 
APPOINTED THAT NDP STILL CLUNG TO SUCH HOLLOW THEORIES." 

4. COMMENT: HEAVY PRESS COVERAGE OF YI’S CONFERENCE REPORTED 
REFTEL PLUS FAVORABLE EDITORIALS ARE UNUSUAL AND INDICATE 
ROKG SETTING YI UP AS MODERATE, ACCEPTABLE OPPOSITION. 
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